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THE SEA LION IN LOS ISLOTES,
ESPIRITU SANTO

The Espiritu Santo archipslage is a ar:
arel Fauna Proe cionfines |.i.i s

cup of protecied ilands and idets, known & Flora
ia ldands™, Ilrf o the main guri
C
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SEA'LIONS OR SEALS?
T fons and sedls are members of the group caled Pinnipeds (fin fe=fl. The s2a lions
rent from seals, because of the presence of small ears, ﬂshel’p-efl‘m!-ﬂ'dther
can walkusing their four extremities. You could say that sea lions are mors "trestnial

m.ﬂ.ﬁuu{ufﬁk is their capacity to dive in relation to ime. 5=a lions can be
without breathing under water 3 maximum of 20 minuies, while s=als can do it for an
hour.

Iri Mexico we can find 4 pinni spavies, the northern & nt seal, s
the harbor seal, the Gua alup-epl:'ﬂr sp::lla'-d the EalH’umiaTaﬂinn. 3
This last one is the only permanent ies in the Gulf of
California, with a tuianu ulation ;Fe:buut 20,000
individuals, being most of them in the central and
northem islands of the Guif of California. We can
alsz fird sol members of the other 3 spedes,
bust this is rars. However in Los Islotes there iz
and exc=ptional caze, an adult=lephant seal
(Arounga anQustinas's) (5 m kngth
and 2 tons) that gets to Los Isktes
zach spring or summer since it
wias @ Juvenile. Hobody knows 4
the reason of this wior, ]
because there are no
lations of this speci=s in the
Fof Califomia
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IWH E CAN YOU FIND THEM?
=,

Sea kons can be find Al along the GulF of Califomia. The sea lion rookery is locaied at
the rorth of the ar\d'ip:lagurgpirim Sarko (e mapl.
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LIONS FACE IN LOS

1

i ; 1 :
i related 1o feeding. Dwring theirfeeding F
nets, sometimes getiing caught. In other

hies, buk fking fragments of the nets
ing weaunds, infections or srangulation as the

Unforburately Los lslotes the hi &‘rgzrmntpumnlageinth-e Gulf

of Califormia, This is the reamon why Cenira | aphnano de Oercias Marinas [CICIMAR),

Area de Proteccidn de Aoray Fauna lslas del Golfo de Califomia® ard the Sants Barbara

Manine Mammal Center have aeated programs rdated to the rescus and urenianglement

gf:ea imsl:d-:i!ing this approximately every six months. So far almeost 40 sea lions have
&N rescy

THE CURIOUS BEHAVIOR OF

Sl__Eiﬂ&_.'LIDHS S LY f,
Sea I.ﬁnns a5 well az whal=s and other L th
mammals, show 3 oricus attibods that b i s
10 do with exploration andior playing.
and juveniles present this feabore simo
In nocasinns they can be sexn biting the diver
lippers or other strange objects. Juveniles
have even been sexn biting the big whale
shark flippers. &l this behawior is rdated,
without a doubt, to l=arning and
Environment recognition.




HOW CAN SEA LIONS BE DISTINGUISHED?

Sen lins have partculsr festures asseciated to individual sex amd age

8.1 Adult males

Individuals are considered adult males when they are ol der than 3. They have & dark
brown colog a 2-2.5 m lemgth and their weight can neach the 500 k. These males have
& hroad nedk and & prominent sagittal mest, expressed s a big

only present in this species.

einthe hend,




Subadult males are bewsreen 5 and B years old and they have similar color-bo adult males.
They hawe 2 1.5-1.3 m length and an approvimated weight of 200 kg Their neck and
sagitial est are not so prominent, compared to sdu't makes. Many members of this

can be seer in Los Iskobes between November aind March, due to & winder
migration relabed to fesding. It is thought that these animak come
from reokeries fram the cemtral Gulf of “"-\-\ Califomia.




‘8.3 Adult Temales

Mcult females are older than 5 years. They have & light brown coler and a 1.4-1.9m
length. They bave =n & ated weight of 100 kg Females don't have & sagitial mest
ﬂahmd neck e males. This is the mast sbundart cabegory and also with the highest

tE! -20 years] in a sem fon populstion This is because they havwe a less risky
iiﬂ'tj: ey don't show a physical competerce and are not 5o obligated, by
resrtural !E'!I:ﬁl-n,‘bll grow as much &5 malkes, that have & mean

§QHT151TFIE
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&4 Juvenlles

The juveniles are animals bebween 1 and 4 years. They have a 1-1.3 m length and are
ﬂn |fﬂ.|.|l|%l|'|ﬂ'| re. At this age it i not pessible to distinguish & male from a

ion ends at the end of the first year, it is poasible to se= 3 or 3
years old juveri flingfmﬂ!lrmmm not 5o usual in ether sealks or
nliunupnu
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L5 Pups

Pups are animals of both zexes under one year old I-mil dark gray or black color.
Mest of births in the Guif of California ane at the end of I.l'ﬂﬂ'ﬂlEfianll'!.“lEﬂ
females are born, they have 75 om hr!‘lhndl'nughtlfi ha_hﬂuur:1a‘ lr:
hesrier. A.Iﬁmdﬂlm:htm has a 1 year pups start fee
mumﬂhnﬂqumlrr-nﬂuuﬂ nﬂ'nttm: htl!mﬂ-: and 123th menth)
r:d:, b !-'tlpm much mone tntlnﬂtu,.hmmr! misine
ilable 1o predators and being also mnr! probable to get sick or suffer sociderts.
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WHY. IS THE ROOKERY OF LOS ISLOTES
'LI'I.[I}JEIIIESTIHG?

Saiemfists have divided this small island in three main zones, &, B and Em%\ﬁ: 11.The
zonzdrard B are main s=a lions reproductive areas The zone Cis an area is used

10 be cocupied only by "single males®, that are very young or o old 1o reproduce.
Hiowewer at the recent Gme and because of the pupjmfngmﬂ-.simﬂ!!ta part of
this zone is being ueed for bresding as well.

- N i r k4
Tane Zone B :

_ Small Islanf/
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&Eﬁl LIONS AND TOURISM

of the high num ber of visitors {20 thousand per year), it seems that the sea lions
Luflrr-qd Doli-e boats, divers and swimmers. Howeyer, inonder o keep =njoying
qml.%qm shm it's necessary bo fiollow some recommendatiors when the

s wis

In zpit
E1E
this nafur
ronkEr

isturbing can atter the animals behavior, causing panic, stampedes

and maybe the death of some pups

Please fiollow thes= recommendationes for your safety and the sea lion's:

Con't dissmbark in Loz Iskrtes and don't si=p on the rocks.

Be pazsive when you are swimming with the sea lions. Let them be the
ores that come bo you

Ayoid making loud sourds (speakers, air tanks).

Report o ow office the presence of wounded or entangled sea lions
Con't harass the sea lions loking for a better picture.

Keep your boat including kayaks ard anchor at a distance of 90 fe=t
Do not feed the s2a liore.

‘When swimming with the s=a liore, do not approach closer than 15 fest
1o the main roo! ares (oore & and B







Special Thanks to Dr. David Surkales Garnboa from the
Labuoratory of Marine Mammals Bcology of the Certa
nterdbciplinario de Clenclas Marinas del Instituto Politacnkoo
Nackanal, fiar his colaboration an this booklet.

With spedal colaboration of Femando Elomiaga Verplancken,

Fraduced with resources from the visitors entrance fiee,
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